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Abstract 


A book presenting a dialogue between two well-known writers 
treating the topic of "Cultural Criticism or Literary Criticism”. 
Each discusses his own private opinion about it. 


One of them declares the death of the literary criticism in order 
to replace it by the cultural criticism, which he considers to be 
methodological. He, therefore, inquires and replies contemporary 
questions he lays, such as: 


¢ Why to resort to cultural criticism? Can it be a real 
alternative of the literary criticism? Is not politics — and not 
poetry - more overwhelming? What might there be to abuse 
or diminish literary criticism and so cause us to search for an 
alternative? Might not the cultural criticism be mere a recent 
name ofan old function? Do the Arab cultural categories not 
reveal themselves save through attitudes of the cultural 
criticism? 


The other writer, also individually. sees that the literary 
criticism has possessed its own justifications for its existence, He 
clarifies that it has never failed in performing its functions and 
duties which might justify replacing it with the cultural criticism. 
He assures that each has its own function, which cannot be 
compensated by the other's. 


He defines the éiterury criticism and clarifies the junctions of 
language in literature and criticism, the presence of the revealed 
and concealed literature in the critical text, the function of the 
licrary criticism, the literary and over-literary functions and the 
links of literary criticism with the world socially and humanly. 
which are controlled by the sequence of utterance, culture and 
indication. 

The book is concluded by comments by cach writer on the 
opinion of the other after each has got acquaintance with the other's 
attitude with a constructive and useful dialogue as for both culture 
and readers 
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Abstract 


A book presenting a dialogue between two well-known writers 
treating the topic of "Cultural Criticism or Literary Criticism", 
Each discusses his own private opinion about it. 


One of them declares the death of the /iterary criticism in order 
to replace it by the cultural criticism, which he considers to be 
methodological. Ile. therefore, inquires and replies contemporary 
questions he lays, such as: 


e Why to resort to cultural criticism? Can it be a real 
alternative of the literary criticism? Is not politics - and not 
poetry — more overwhelming? What might there be to abuse 
or diminish literary criticism and so cause us to search for an 
alternative? Might not the cultural criticism be mere a recent 
name of an old function? Do the Arab cultura! categories not 
reveal themselves save through attitudes of the cultural 
criticism? 


The other writer, also individually, sees that the titerary 
criticism has possessed its own justifications for its existence. He 
clarifies that it has never failed in performing its functions and 
duties which might justify replacing it with the cultural criticism. 
He assures that each has its own function, which cannot be 
compensated by the other's. 


He defines the /iferary criticism and clarifies the functions of 
language in literature and criticism, the presence of the revealed 
and concealed literature in the critical text, the function of the 
literary criticism, the literary and over-literary functions and the 
links of literary criticism with the world socially and humanly. 
which are controlled by the sequence of utterance, culture and 
indication. 


The book is concluded by comments by each writer on the 
opinion of the other after each has got acquaintance with the other's 
attitude with a constructive and useful dialogue as for both culture 
and readers. 
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